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On behalf of the Governors, sta� and students I would 
like to extend a very warm welcome to Ysgol 
Maesydderwen. Within the following pages you will 
�nd plenty of useful information about our school; it 
will certainly give you an insight into the 
opportunities we provide in order for our young 
people to learn, develop and prosper. Every day we do 
our best to ensure that every child becomes 
successful, curious and ambitious. Our aim is that 
every pupil at Ysgol Maesydderwen �ourishes and is 
happy.

I am proud to be the Headteacher of a school which is 
at the heart of its local community. Ysgol 
Maesydderwen has been serving Ystradgynlais and its 
surrounding areas for well over 100 years. This rich 
heritage, combined with our outstanding 21st century 
learning environment, provides pupils with the best 
possible platform for success. We aim to support 
pupils in achieving their potential across a range of 
academic and vocational subjects, focusing on the 
development of their literacy, numeracy and digital 
skills. We want all our pupils to leave school with the 
ability to compete in the world of work or in further or 
higher education.

Our school mission statement is “Working 
Together, Achieving More” and this underpins all 
we do as a school community. We have high 
expectations of all and we are committed to 
supporting every pupil to achieve their personal best.

A prospectus can only tell part of a school’s story.  
Please follow us on social media or access our website 
for a real-time understanding of our school, or better 
still arrange a visit. Our doors are open and we 
welcome all.  I very much look forward to working with 
you and your children to ensure they become 
successful, happy and resourceful young people in the 
future.

Mr Phil Grimes
Headteacher / Pennaeth

Our school
mission statement is 

Working Together,

Achieving More.

Welcome 
Croeso



Years 7-9

All pupils study English, Mathematics, Science, Welsh, 
Art, Design Technology, French, Geography, History, 
Information Technology, Music, Physical Education, 
Personal & Social Education and Religious Education.  

Years 10 & 11

All pupils study the core curriculum subjects of English 
Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Numeracy, 
Science, Welsh Language, Welsh Baccalaureate Skills 
Challenge, Physical Education, Personal & Social 
Education and Religious Education. In addition, learners 
choose an additional 3 subjects from a range of option 
choices, which best suit their future learning pathways.

Years 12 & 13

Ysgol Maesydderwen works in partnership with other 
schools across south Powys to ensure that pupils have 
access to a wide range of subject choices at both A 
Level and Vocational BTEC Level 3. Almost all pupils also 
complete the Level 3 Welsh Baccalaureate, in addition 
to their other subject choices.

Through a pupil-centred approach to curriculum 
planning, we ensure that individual needs are met. 
Teachers employ a variety of teaching methods and we 
actively embrace new technologies to support learning 
and teaching and enhance the curriculum.

Our curriculum is broad, balanced and engaging.  
The school curriculum aims to develop skills, 
knowledge and understanding in all learners. 
In addition to formal learning, we o�er a wide range of 
extra-curricular opportunities to enhance the learning 
experience.  

The Curriculum 
Y Cwricwlwm

I enjoy learning about new things and getting 
all of the help I need to get ready for my exams.  
My teachers are enthusiastic about their 
subjects and they make sure we are on track.

Year 11 Pupil Our curric
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Healthy, 
con�dent individuals 

ready to lead ful�lling 
lives as valued members 

of society

The Four Core Purposes 
The whole curriculum is underpinned by the core purposes as identi�ed 
by the Curriculum for Wales:

Ambitious, 
capable learners

ready to learn 
throughout their lives 

Enterprising, 
creative contributors 
ready to play a full part 

in life and work 

Ethical, informed 
citizens 

of Wales and 
the world 



Welsh Language / Yr Iaith Gymraeg

We are proud of our language and heritage.  At Ysgol 
Maesydderwen, Welsh is taught as a second language 
and our aim is for all children to become as bilingual 
as possible.  All pupils study Welsh in Years 7 to 11 and 
sit a full course GCSE in Welsh 2nd Language at the 
end of Year 11.  

Even though the primary language of the school is 
English, we encourage the use of Welsh in all aspects 
of school life.  The school encourages learners and 
sta� to use Welsh wherever possible, thus re�ecting 
the strong Welsh speaking nature of our local area.  
The Welsh language and culture are celebrated in 
school assemblies, our annual St. David’s Day concert, 
eisteddfod and across the school curriculum.  The 
school has adopted the Siarter Iaith (Welsh Language 
Charter) and has an active Urdd programme.

Religious Education and Collective Worship / 
Addysg Grefyddol a Chydaddoliad Boreol

Ysgol Maesydderwen is mainly Christian in character 
but recognizes a broad range of other faiths and belief 
systems.  Every day begins with either an assembly or 
meaningful re�ection time during form time.  
Collective worship is based on key values for life; 
including courage, creativity, peace, trust, forgiveness, 
justice, thankfulness, compassion, friendship, hope, 
truthfulness and humility.

Religious Education lessons are part of the core 
curriculum for all pupils in Years 7 to 11. The courses, 
which follow the recommendations of the Local 
Authority Agreed Syllabus, involve the study of the 
ideas, beliefs and lifestyles of people committed to a 
faith. They draw upon Christianity and other world 
religions for exemplar material.  

Parents may ask for their son or daughter to be 
excused from Religious Education lessons and / or acts 
of collective worship by contacting the Headteacher.

Sex and Relationships Education / Addysg 
Gydberthynas a Rhywioldeb

This is provided through Science as well as Personal 
and Social Education. At all times, lessons dealing with 
sensitive issues are introduced with a strong sense of 
values and all resources are viewed by senior sta� to 
ensure that they are appropriate.  Parents wishing to 
know further details of the school's policy regarding 
Sex and Relationships Education, which has been 
approved by the Governing Body, should contact the 
Headteacher. They may also withdraw their children 
from all parts of the programme, except that provided 
through curriculum Science courses. However, before 
making such a decision, parents should contact the 
Headteacher. 

The Curriculum 
Y Cwricwlwm

Most lessons are
fun  and really interesting.

The teachers are nice.
They are always there if

I have a problem.
- Year 8 Pupil



Health, Fitness and Sports / Iechyd, 
F�trwydd a Chwaraeon

Our aim is to give every child, regardless of physical 
ability, the opportunity to discover and improve their 
skills in a wide variety of situations. Our Physical 
Education department ensures that learners are given 
opportunities, through sport, to be creative and 
competitive and to face di�erent challenges as 
individuals and teams. The school has excellent 
sporting facilities including extensive playing �elds, a 
purpose built sports hall, a fully equipped �tness suite 
and gymnasium, a full-size �oodlit Astroturf pitch and 
a 25-metre indoor swimming pool.  

There are a wealth of sporting clubs and other 
extra-curricular opportunities including basketball, 
dance and circuit training. Our Physical Education 
team is supported by the school’s 5x60 o�cer and 
members of our local community. Although we are a 
small school, we have an outstanding record of our 
learners playing at both county and national level, 
from rugby and football through to golf and 
international equestrian events.

The Curriculum 
Y Cwricwlwm

We are committed to ensuring all pupils are 
supported to become healthy young adults. 
Mindfulness approaches underpin our emotional 
wellbeing strategy, along with all pupils taking 
regular exercise and eating and drinking healthily.

Peforming Arts / Celfyddydau Per�ormio

At Ysgol Maesydderwen we recognise the enormous 
range of talents amongst our pupils and endeavour to 
always encourage pupils to achieve their full potential.  
There is a strong tradition of Music and Performing 
Arts; extra-curricular activities include orchestra, choir 
and individual instrumental lessons. Throughout the 
year there are opportunities for learners to perform 
during school events, school shows, competitions and 
in the local community. Our annual school production 
always creates a real excitement as learners from Year 7 
to year 13 are involved in the cast, orchestra and 
backstage crew.  



Additional Learning Needs (ALN) provision at Ysgol 
Maesydderwen is successful and e�ective.  Our aim 
is to provide a broad, balanced and relevant 
curriculum for all pupils, whilst acknowledging that 
some children may require extra support.  Our ALN 
coordinator ensures that provision is varied 
according to the needs of each child.  Individual 
development plans are agreed with parents and 
carers and reviewed each year.  

We ensure that disabled people are not treated less 
favourably in any procedures, practice or service 
delivery.  

Medicines and Illness
We ask that parents do not send their child to school if 
they are unwell.  If pupils become ill during the day, 
we will try to contact parents.  It is the parent’s 
responsibility to ensure that the relevant contact 
information is shared with the school o�ce.  If your 
child has been prescribed medicine which needs to 
be taken during the school day, the relevant medicine 
administration form needs to be completed and all 
medicines must be in their original packaging.  

Safeguarding
We are very conscious about the security of our 
school site.  We recognise that children thrive when 
they feel safe, secure and happy.  Sta� are fully trained 
in the relevant child protection procedures and the 
school is fully compliant with all statutory and local 
authority guidance.

Specialist Teacher Facility
Ysgol Maesydderwen is home to a county Specialist 
Teacher Facility (STF) which specialises in meeting the 
needs of learners with ASD and Moderate Learning 
Di�culties.  The STF allows learners to access the 
support they need while still bene�ting from a 
mainstream environment.  The facility is sta�ed by a 
specialist teacher and supported by highly trained 
learning support assistants.

Disability Access Plan
Ysgol Maesydderwen is committed to ensuring equal 
treatment of all its employees, pupils and any other 
members of our school community with any form of 
disability. 

Additional Learning Needs 
Anghenion Dysgu Ychwanegol

The sta� in the 
centre have helped 

me through
many tough times.

- STF Pupil

The unit is a brilliant
place and it has helped 

me improve my social skills
and become more

independent.

- STF Pupil



Outstanding pastoral care is at the heart of 
everything we do at Ysgol Maesydderwen.  We are 
extremely proud of the reputation we have 
established as a caring school where every child feels 
included and valued.  We take time to provide real 
personal guidance, helping build a strong sense of 
school community to ensure that every child is 
happy and secure in school.  

Our pastoral team is led by a dedicated Assistant 
Headteacher, supported by our Heads of School.  
Every pupil meets daily with their Form Tutor, who is 
often the �rst person a pupil might turn to if they 
need help or guidance.  Our pastoral hub, sta�ed by 
a non-teaching member of sta�, is the �rst point of 
call for any concerns you may have.

Attendance
Attendance at school is vital.  We expect all pupils to 
attend every day, as long as they are �t and healthy 
enough to do so.  Persistent lateness is also 
damaging to a pupil’s education.  Good attendance 
and punctuality is proven to lead to better 
educational success – every day counts.

Behaviour and Discipline
As a school we are committed to ensuring that all 
learners are provided with every opportunity to 
develop academically, personally and socially to ful�l 
their potential.  Ysgol Maesydderwen is an orderly 
community where discipline is based on mutual 
respect and clear systems and procedures.  All 
members of our school community contributed to 
developing our policy and systems which set out our 
expectations.  Praise and encouragement are key 
factors in developing a positive culture for learning.

Anti-Bullying
Respect for each other lies at the heart of everything 
we do.  Ysgol Maesydderwen is a Rights Respecting 
School and in all our dealings with pupils we make it 
clear that we have a zero tolerance of bullying.  Our 
pastoral care systems ensure that pupils know who to 
speak to if issues arise.  We want our pupils to grow 
into caring and responsible citizens.

Care, Support and Guidance 
Gofal, Cefnogaeth ac Arweiniad

Outstanding 
pastoral care is at 

the heart of 
everything  we do at 

Ysgol Maesydderwen.



Our Sixth Form
 st

ude
nt

s a
re

 e
xc

el
le

nt
 a

sp
ira

tio
na

l r
ol

e m
odels  

 Our Sixth Form students are excellent aspirational role m
odels   O

ur Sixth Form
 students are excellent aspirational role models

Our Sixth Form
 students are excellent aspirational role m

odels

Ysgol Maesydderwen’s Sixth Form is a dynamic and 
vibrant part of the school community o�ering a wealth of 
new opportunities for learners. As a school which lives by 
its inclusive ethos, our Sixth Form welcomes all those 
who demonstrate a commitment to their own 
development and success. We support, develop and 
inspire young minds in an environment where they have 
access to excellent resources and high quality teaching.

Working in partnership with other schools across south 
Powys and using the innovative E-sgol video remote 
learning system, we o�er a wide range of A Level and 
vocational courses. Whether the ambition is for a place at 
Oxbridge, a Russell Group university, an apprenticeship or 
a higher vocational pathway; Ysgol Maesydderwen can 
provide the right preparation and guidance. We are 
proud of the successes of our students when they leave 
Ysgol Maesydderwen and of the high standards they 
achieve.

Sixth Form 
Chweched Dosbarth

The Sixth Form programme includes dedicated careers 
advice, support via the SEREN Network for more able 
students, workshops with lecturers, visits to universities, a 
wide range of extra-curricular opportunities and 
additional support in the lead up to examinations. In 
addition, students receive practical and personalised 
support with their applications to university, securing 
valuable apprenticeships or employment in what is a 
highly competitive market

There are also many opportunities for Sixth Form students 
to develop their leadership skills by taking on roles such as 
Head Boy / Girl, Senior Prefects and Student Mentors. The 
Sixth Form has a designated common room with areas to 
study quietly and access to IT facilities. Our Sixth Form 
students are excellent aspirational role models for younger 
pupils and great ambassadors for our school.
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The school admits pupils from the age of 11 years old 
from the following catchment primary schools, with 
whom we have a very close working relationship and 
an excellent transition programme:

Ysgol Bro Tawe
Ysgol y Cribarth
Ysgol Golwg y Cwm
Ysgol Gymraeg Dy�ryn Y Glowyr

We also accept pupils from outside the catchment 
area, providing numbers do not exceed the admission 
limit.  All applications must be made via Powys 
County Council, however parents are encouraged to 
contact the school directly to organise visits.

Starting at a new school is a big step in any child’s life 
and it can be a very exciting and daunting time.  Our 
aim during this period of transition is to make the 
process as smooth as possible for pupils and parents. 

 Our sta� visit our partner primary schools regularly to 
meet with pupils and sta� and answer any questions 
Year 5 and 6 pupils may have about the school.  There 
is an annual Open Evening for parents and primary 
pupils in the Autumn Term.  This is an excellent 
opportunity to visit the school, meet the teachers, 
interact with current pupils, take part in various 
activities and enjoy our facilities.

Our transition project and visit in the Summer Term 
gives Year 6 pupils a taste of what life in 
Maesydderwen is like.  In addition, parents and carers 
are invited to a meeting to ease the transition process.

Admissions and Transition 
Mynediad a Phontio

Ysgol Maesydderwen
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